Case xxx: 

Spool-shaped projectile
Time: July 10-12, 22.30 hours

Place: Stackmora, near Orsa (BS43)

"Since I believe that my accidental sighting is of general interest I would like to report that I saw a spool-shaped projectile travelling through the air, horisontally, and without any noise at the speed of a common aircraft - altitude about 100 meters going on a straight south-to-north course. I was sitting by an open window at 10.30 in the evening at Stackmora north of Orsa, in July, maybe it was the 10-12th of July."

Status: Unidentified, but lacking of information.

Source: Letter to Defence Staff from Mrs. Margarete Lundgren, July 28, 1946. SCANCAT 1232.

Case xxx: 

Airplane crash off Skagen?

Time: July 10, 11.10-11.15 (noon)

Place: 7-8 nautical miles NE of Skagen 

(the northern tip of Jutland, Denmark)

This Danish case was never investigated by Swedish authorities. We summarize from newspaper sources:

A: Copenhagen (AP), July 10. The Marine Ministry's secret intelligence service stated on Wednesday evening that an English warship reported an airplane accident about 7-8 nautical miles NE of the Skagen lighthouse. A minelayer and the rescue ship from Skagen went out immediately to search for the wrecked plane. Also the regular plane on the Copenhagen-Oslo line was directed to the accident spot. 

The harbour watch at Skagen reported that no wreckage or parts of an airplane had drifted ashore, and neither from the Skagen lighthouse were there any traces reported of the crashed airplane. 

B: Oslo (AP), July 10. The duty guard at Fornebu airport (Oslo) reports that the aircraft was probably Swedish. Bernt Balchen (director of DNL, the Norwegian Airline) reported, on AP's inquiry, that none of the Norwegian Airline's planes was missing. Norwegian planes have been sent to the crash site. 

C: Copenhagen (AP), July 10. Authorities in Copenhagen stated on Wednesday evening that the accident off Skagen "is still surrounded by the deepest mystery". All ships that took part in the search have now returned without finding any trace of the plane. The Swedish Air Force's security office reports that no Swedish military plane is missing. A Swedish plane on a trip to England had arrived back safely. Neither did ABA (the Swedish airline) lose any machine. Therefore it seems reasonable that the aircraft was not Swedish. Neither the RAF, the Norske Luftfarsselskap or the Danske Luftfartsselskab has any plane missing. 

D: ...The airplane is reported to have been four-engined and circled the waters near Skagen at 11.10 hours. Five minutes later it was reported to have crashed into the sea. Within half-an-hour an RAF plane was at the site...

E: ...According to what Stockholms-Tidningen learned from phone calls to Swedish airports no Swedish airplane is missing.

F: ...Aftenposten this night queried the Air Control at Fornebu to learn if the airplane could have been Norwegian. It could not. Further on, Fornebu reports that the DNL regular flight from Copenhagen circled the area for half-an-hour. It was blowing a 40-50 miles wind and it was difficult to make exact observations. 

G: ...The case was reported to Luftforsvarets overkommando (the Supreme Command of Aerial Defence) in Oslo, but according to what major-general Öen states today there are no reports that the airplane has been found, or that any nation has reported any missing airplane. He thinks it is a big mystification. 

- Has Luftforsvaret (Air Force) sent planes to search?

- No, because the accident site is within Danish territory. We've had not requests to do that.

H: ...By radio, including messages through Norsk Kringkasting (The Norwegian Radio Company), ships in the vicinity of Skagen were asked to go to the stated position to take part in the search. The harbour guard at Skagen says that there are very strong water currents at the accident site so it is possible that the remains of the aircraft disappeared quickly. An RAF plane arrived 30 minutes after the crash, but all traces were gone. There wasn't even an oil slick on the sea. At 20.20 yesterday evening the minesweeper and the rescue vessel from Skagen turned back in vain.

I: It is clear that the airplane is not a Scandinavian passenger plane. Neither is there any Norwegian military plane reported missing. All RAF planes based in Denmark have returned to their bases, and the Swedes have exact positions for their aircraft.

J: ...The airplane was spotted at 11.10 and was flying at a very low altitude. Suddenly it directed its nose towards the water surface and disappeared. The Marine was alarmed and a cutter went out in the company of the Skagen rescue vessel. The regular plane to Oslo was directed by radio to the site, which it reached one hour and a half after the presumed accident, but no traces could be found. Investigations continued the whole day, but when a strong gale commenced at 20.00 the search had to be postponed. 

The Marine reported, in the evening, that the Royal Air Force at Hamburg had information that (the crew of) a British war vessel, that passed by Skagen at 12.00 hours, also had spotted the plane as it crashed. The RAF has no missing aircraft and so far it isn't clear that an airplane really has crashed.

K: ...The mystery is just as big as before. The evening newspapers in Copenhagen yesterday thought they had found the solution. They all brought the message that Norsk Rikskringkasting had reported that the aircraft was a Norwegian bomber. NR states, on inquiry, that such a message never was transmitted. This is all that has happened in the last 24 hours. The airplane isn't Swedish, Norwegian, Danish or British, neither passenger nor military or marine. The mystery will evidently continue to be a mystery.

L: ...The latest information on the airplane is that it should have been a four-engined Russian military plane on a reconnaissance mission over the North Sea which had committed a territorial violation. 

M: Copenhagen (AP), July 13. While Sweden is mystified by the enigmatical fireballs, in Denmark men are working feverishly to clear up the mysterious air accident at the Skagen light ship. It is perhaps not completely unlikely that there can pertain a certain relationship between the mysterious ghost fireballs in Sweden and the unknown airplane which fell into the sea off Denmark's coast, whites the "Socialdemokraten" (Danish daily) today. In any case it seems very peculiar that noone has reported losing a plane. The Danes sent out a report yesterday that investigations for the vanished machine are now called off, since it seems to be fruitless. The accident, however, was witnessed both from the Skagen lightship and from another ship, so all doubt about the statement's correctness is excluded. 

N: The newspaper "Socialdemokraten" reported today that parts of a life jacket has been found in the waters near the Skagen light which probably originate from the mysterious airplane... According to the newspaper, the lightkeeper P.Jensen of the Skagen signal station stated that the airplane came flying in a very strange way, from the sea, and suddenly fell vertically down into the sea. It is not thought probable that the machine could have continued since it hadn't been heard of since then. Before the machine disappeared one could observe that it was a bomber with a double rudder. 

Status: Possibly a Russian aircraft.

Sources: A/B/C: MorgonTidningen, July 11 (morning). D: Svenska Dagbladet, July 11 (morning). E. Stockholms-Tidningen, July 11 (morning). F: Aftenposten, July 11 (morning). G: Dagbladet, July 11. H: Arbeiderbladet, July 11. I: Fremtiden, July 11. J: Expressen, July 11 (afternoon). K: Arbeiderbladet, July 12.      L: Morgenbladet, July 12. M: Aftonbladet, July 13 and MorgonTidningen, July 14 (morning).

N: MorgonTidningen, July 15 (morning). ScanCat 1233.

Case xxx: 

"Ghost plane" was airplane model
Time: July 10, 21.00 hours (evening)

Place: Vidön, Skoghall (CA38)

Summary: Five witnesses, including labourer Karl Thellander, reported a strange object in the sky: 

first weak sound like a distant motor-boat, minitature airplane 500-1.000 meters distant, wings discernable despite some haze in the air. Plane came from NE and moved towards SSW, "stopping" now and then and performing spirals in the air. It seemed to move forward by going in left-handed circles. It was observed during 15 minutes. Thellander thought it was radio-controlled. 

On July 12 Lennart Bosenius a 17-year old kid from Karlstad queried a local newspaper about the whereabouts of his disappeared model aircraft. The plane was 1,20 between wings and could stay in the air for 5-10 minutes or somewhat longer if winds were favourable. At about 21.30 hours in the evening it was released and moved, against what was expected, towards Vidön and Skoghall. It had probably crashed into Lake Vänern. 

On Sunday, July 14, the model was found, by two fishing men, still floating on the water, six nautical miles south of Hammarön.

Status: Identified, airplane model.

Sources: Värmlands Folblad, July 12, 13 and 16. MorgonTidningen, July 12. Aftontidningen, July 13. ScanCat 1234.

July 10: Space projectile committee formed by the Defence Staff
Documentation about the formation of this committee is lacking in the archives. There are no written proceedings of what may have been a first meeting of the committee on July 10, the day after the Sweden-wide daylight meteoric phenomenon, but the first documented meeting was on July 15 and this may in fact have been the first one. The formation of the committee is best documented by the following paragraphs from the English translation of the final committee report that was delivered to American authorities in 1947: 

”On the initiative of the Defence Staff and Aviation Administration, a committee was established 10 July consisting of members of the Defence Staff, Aviation Staff, Naval Administration, Air Administration, the Defence Research Institution and the Defence Radio Institution to handle this matter. Colonel Bengt Jacobsson was chairman, with Engineer Malmberg as his secretary. While Colonel Jacobsson was in America, Major Cerwell of the Defence Staff served as chairman. The comittee met approximately 15 times up to 1 December.”

”Through this committee, the investigation was intensified. Within the Defence Staff, all reports regarding this matter were summarized and forwarded to the Air Administration and Air Defence Sections. Personnel was sent out both from the Defence Staff and the Air Administration section to evaluate important reports. In addition, the Defence Staff directed special investigations by military units upon receipt of important reports. Liaison with the civilian authorities - including the Customs authorities - and the Lotte Kar [corps of the Woman´s services - it is unclear in what sense this corps contributed!], as well as the Stockholm observatory, was established.”

(kolla texten ovan mot originalet, jag har använt Berliners text/AL)

July 10: Official call for sighting reports
(TT-meddelandet)
July 10: Colonel Wennerström 

sent to Moscow Air Show

Curiosity on what was going on behind the Iron Curtain, especially in Russia, was great. On July 10, General Nils Söderberg, head of the Air Administra-tion, and his colleagues at the Administration, Colonel Bengt Jacobsson and Department head Karl-Arvid Norlin (both of them members of the committe), requested, in a letter to the Swedish Secretary of Defence, that Major Stig Wennerström be sent to Moscow to cover and report on the air show and exhibition to be held by the Russian Air Force in August. It might not be a pure coincidence that this interest for Russian affairs was evidenced on the same day as the ghost projectile committee was formed! 

Fluent in Russian, Wennerström was deemed as ”especially fit for this mission”. He had formerly been an Air Attaché at the Moscow embassy. Since the Russians, ”in the present postwar circumstances” did not invite military persons, Wennerström could not travel in his uniform, but he was welcome as a private person. Wennerström´s voyage to Russia resulted, among other things, in a public book (”Red wings” -- Sw. ”Röda vingar”) on the Russian air force.   

A month later a United Press message reported on the upcoming air show:

”SOVIET IN SEARCH OF AIR SUPREMACY”

”(United Press), Moscow, Aug. 8. - Soviet intends to be ”the worlds most mighty air power”, writes Krasnaja Svesda in an article on the festivities on Aviation Day on August 18. The paper says that the new 5-year-plan presupposes a continued development of the air plane industry and the production of new modern machines.”

The Danish newspaper ”Politiken” published the following message from Moscow, the day of the Air Show: 

”Russian scientists and instructors have made great progress in the use of reaction-powered bombs. They are relatively simple to produce, they have a long range; several new inventions have improved the original German V-bombs. The rocket bombs can also be shot released from air planes. ”Pravda” declares that this is only the first step in the new era of warfare, the Soviet Union continues an energetic and extensive work to advance the results.”  

Source: Flygförvaltningen. Materielavd. Ink. och avg. handlingar. 1946. Series FI: volume 17. ME H963:10. Östersunds-Posten, August 8. Politiken, August 18 (credit: Willy Wegner). 
Case xxx: 

Oblong object over Kullavik
Time: July 11, 09.08 hours (morning)

Place: Kullavik, 20 km S of Gothenburg (CH32)

"A person who was sunbathing north of Kullavik, some 20 km south of Gothenburg on the Thursday morning, saw, according to GHT (Göteborgs Handels- & Sjöfartstidning), at 9.08 hours a long, silvery object in the sky. The object moved rather slowly towards the south and could be followed for about 15 seconds, before disappearing. No sound could be discerned."

Note: The incident was evidently not investigated by the military since it is not detailed in the Defence files, except for a note in the daily tabulation of sightings with short reference to the newspaper GHT. Without more details it is conceivable that the sighting was of an aircraft.

Status: Possibly aircraft.

Source: TT telegram nr 48 on July 11.       ScanCat 1245. 

Case xxx: 

Military aircraft seen as two flying rods
Time: July 11, 10.30 hours (morning)

Place: Svartnäs-Hällfors on the border between Dalarna and Hälsingland (BT49), and other places.

"At 10.30 hours on Thursday three workers on the road between Svartnäs and Hällfors, near the Dalarna - Hälsingland border, spotted two flying bodies, similar to rods, each about one meter long. In the front they were of a light-blue colour, but more of a grey colour at the back. The objects passed abreast and closely to each other, but didn't seem to have any connection between them. Just as they were spotted they emitted a smoke tail which remained for 15 minutes. The sky had no clouds. A weak, but distinct, engine sound was heard. The objects came from SSE and flew towards NNW, speed as with ordinary aircraft. That it was ordinary aircraft is excluded (by the witnesses)."

Twenty minutes before this incident "two ball-shaped objects with tails passed...over Edsbyn on parallel trajectories and with a nordwesterly direction. A monotonous sound was heard. In Färila the ghost flighers was observed at about 10.30." 

Later it was reported: "A number of reports about light phenomena seen during Thursday has been reported to the Defence Staff. It has been established that smoketrails observed from Ockelbo and Falun derive from two Swedish J-26 (Mustang) type, which flew at great altitude (7000 m) over parts of Gästrikland and Dalarna". 

Note: A commentator, writing in the morning paper Eskilstuna-Kuriren noted, before the above solution to the case was distributed by TT, that "a line drawn towards the south through Edsbyn and Färila would hit the former German, now Russian and Polish, coast between Köningsberg and Stettin...The Defence Staff should by now have a number of interesting data on the strange bombardment of our country".

Status: Probably two air force aircraft.

Sources: Dala-Demokraten, July 16. TT telegrams nr's 31 and 63 on July 11. Dagens Nyheter, July 12. ScanCat 1239, 1260 and 1747.  

Case xxx: 

Unknown plane over Härnösand
Time: July 11, a.m.

Place: Smitingens havsbad, Härnösand (BM57)

Summary: A "ghost airplane" was reported to have circled at great altitude over the city of Härnösand. It was soon identified as an airplane from AB Norrlandsflyg making flights for the anti-aircraft defence. It was an Arado Ar 96 B, ex-German, bought by AB Norrlandsflyg in March 1946.

Status: Identified as aircraft

Sources: Sundsvalls Tidning, July 12. Dagens Nyheter, July 12. ScanCat 1262.

July 11: Report from the US embassy
From Ravndal to State Department, Washington. Already in English, to be edited into the manuscript.
July 12: Visitors from Mars?
Eskilstuna-Kuriren (liberal) published the following editorial comment on July 12:

”UNWELCOME  RAIN OF STARS. Imaginative citizens have come up with the idea that the fireballs with tails, now seen all over the country in great numbers, emanate from the red planet Mars, which thus, after millions of years should have been caught by a sudden interest in us. If this was the case, and if the planet of the War God had peaceful intentions, it must be said that the citizens of the welfare country [Sweden] are partly pleased that the Martians are courting us, partly impressed over their accuracy in firing. It is a minimum of five million [Swedish] miles from the Earth to Mars and Sweden is a small aiming point at such a distance. 

”More down-to-earth thinkers have been attracted to [the fact] that the mysterious heavenly bodies for the main part seem to follow the same trajectory, and that this, drawn towards the origin, clearly point to a coast, wherefrom German V-bombs were already sent out during the war. Some lines go towards Stolp and Kolberg, ex-German, now Polish towns, other towards Hela, the anxiously restricted, by Russians still occupied tongue of land, which screens off the Danziger Bucht, and yet others towards Kaliningrad, the old Königsberg.

”Therefrom they draw the conslusion that the luminous objects are of an earthly origin. And then it is not that funny any more. We have tolerated much, but to serve as an artillery range and target board for V-weapons of a mysterious construction does not please us at all. It must be viewed as a decidedly unfriendly action, or at least as a criminal ignorance, to treat our oblong, peaceful nation in this way. When we now shall receive goods from the east [the trade agreement with Russia], we would rather see that they are brought here in more ortodox ways and arrive in working order. We have no use for exploding fireballs. 

”The Swedish government should, in other words, tell it as it is, that if it is peace then it is peace, and that target shooting of this kind does not excite peaceful feelings. We are not easily irritable but we have, on the other hand, not had the time to accomodate to the new forms of social intercourse in Europe, and have no disposition to accept them. There must be a stop very soon for this rain of stars!”

July 12: An American demonstration?

An editorial in Aftonbladet (liberal) on July 12 commented on the ghost rockets and the American naval visit to Stockholm:

”NAVAL VISITS AND BOMB VISITS. A British commentator, in Sunday Times, recently flogged us Swedes, who, according to his views, have our sympathies towards the west, but who, in a dangerous way, have let us be hypnotized by the big and strong Stalin. In our unshameful opportunism we refuse, however, to choose side in the ongoing powerpolitical fight and continue, in an unforgivable way, in our ambition, even in the future, to remain neutral. Our blindness has gone so far that every association with anything that looks like a western block is turned away by the Swedes as a dangerously challenging action....

”...But that Sweden presently is in the focal point of the political interests of the Western powers is probably a fact, even from other points of view than when it concerns the gaining of economical advantages. The American guests on Strömmen [the waters of central Stockholm] are heartily welcome here. There is no doubt about that. But they would had been even more welcome if one completely could have acquitted the visit from a political flavour. At a time when the situation between the east and the west is very tense, the American fleet now demonstrates that the Baltic belongs to the waters which are sailable for their units. For sake of equality the Red navy should also be invited, if ”Marat”, ”The October Revolution” and ”Kirov” still can float on water. 

”Presently it is raining messages of robot bombs over Sweden. Skeptics may think that these reports, until anything else has been proven, so far only should be perceived as a sign that the Midsummer drunkenness

has remained for an unusually long time. But it could also happen that ”The October Revolution”, and the other red naval ships, are not yet presentable and that, instead, the Russians unannounced send their robot bombs on courtesy visits. American cruisers and Russian robot bombs which correspond to each other, behold the daily situation in a nutshell.” 

July 12: Return of ghost parade in the sky
An editorial from Swedens largest morning newspaper, the Dagens Nyheter (Stockholm): 
”After an interval that has lasted for more than a year the ghost parade in the air has been resumed. We remember very well how it started last time.

”Occasional, seemingly contradictory observations were followed by more specific details and eventually a recommendation was imposed from the authorities that all information received be immediately reported to the authorities but no details regarding points of sighting etc be revealed in the media.
”It was the German V-weapon that was in action - too late to stop the invasion over the Channel. Also a neutral country like Sweden was affected by the experiments. Luckily no accidents occurred. On several occasions it was very close, though.

”We really had a cause for considering these overflights through our country as intrusive and unlawful negligence.

”However, we decided to take it calmly knowing that the war would soon be over. "This is the hectic final phase of the war", we said. Most of us thought that we would never have to live through anything like that again.

”But now it has happened again. The scarse information that has been known to the public indicates that the missiles are arriving from east.

Further information concerning the missiles may be  available from Finland. So far Finnish newspapers have not published information of this kind. This does not, however, mean that the phenomenon is unknown there.

”The ghost parades during the last years of the war are reminding us of the risk that horrible things could reccur. The military arms race continues and the inventions are chasing each other. People are dreading the latest weapons of destruction being launched above their heads.”   

Translation credit: Telle Lilja

July 12: The daily echo poems

A daily verse, written by the signature ”Knot” (?) published July 12 by Västerbottens Folkblad

”ANXIETY IN THE AIR

”What is it that´s flying here and there, 

it hisses from tails in hundreds, 

it doesn´t seem like a meteorite, at all, 

- I really do not understand it a bit.

Recently at the Njurunda bath, a crash, 

a strangely made, and light, thingumajig,
and such pieces one now often is seen, 

and pondered over, both here and there.

That man never can rest in peace. 

of atoms and other troublesome things, 

in a calmer world some may believe

- but I, I believe in nothing

...and another verse, by the signature ”S-s”, from the Morgon Tidningen, the same day:

UPON THE VAULT OF HEAVEN

The artist and the poet have, each on their own, been out looking at the ghost-flier merry-go-round upon the heavenly firmament and give here, above and below, their reports of their sensational sightings. 

The spaces were filled with a murmur 

the sighing of mysterious forces

sweeping in, in all kinds of weather

over Swedish houses

Trembling people walk about

wandering what will happen

a hell of a large box

was seen upon the sky yesterday

Yes, dislocated are our times

the earth is banned

tonight over the span of the sky

the mother-in-law of the monster

Limitless is our wonder

noone knows what it will bring 

just now upon the sky, here

the horned beast was seen

In Njurunda it was falling

papers and other things more

the people watch the skies

maybe there are others to come

Terrible is a summer´s night

listen to the laughter of the ghosts

when on the wheels of the atom bombs

the play tag in the heavens 

Case xxx: 

Silvery cigarr with smoketrail
Time: July 12, 09.45 (morning)

Place: Hybo, 5 km SE of Ljusdal (BP49)

Note in Defence files: "12/7, 09.45. Cigarrshaped object, silvery, 2-3.000 meters altitude with trailing smoke, 4-5 seconds, seen in 20 km wide area over Hybo, from S to N. Chief constable of Ljusdal."

The sighting is listed in the Defence file tabulations without any explanation.

Status: Possibly aircraft 

Source: Handwritten notes in Defence files.   ScanCat 1247.

Case xxx: 

Three triangles with EM effects
Time: July 12, 22.00 (evening)

Place: Usta near Stora Mellösa (CB47)

This case was investigated, and a detailed report written, by Carl Bergh, a local policeman:

"On Monday July 15, 1946, I learned, through an article in Nerikes Allehanda, about a light phenomenon seen at Usta, Stora Mellösa. I phoned a local telephone owner to learn about who had seen this phenomenon. I was informed that a certain Mrs. Inga Eriksson, Usta, Stora Mellösa, was the witness of the incident. 

"Mrs. Syster Inga Eriksson, born on Dec 23, 1912, living in Malingsbo, Usta in the Stora Mellösa parish...has been interviewed regarding her sightings and has stated the following. 

"On Friday, July 12, 1946, at about 22.00 hours, Mrs. Eriksson was in her garden, some 125 meters east of the Usta school building and about 135 south of "a" in "Lövsta", on the map. She suddenly heard a sharp, sizzling sound in the air, whereupon she looked up and saw three silvery triangular objects, travelling from the east to the west. The duration of the sighting Mrs. Eriksson estimates at about 2 seconds. No streak of smoke could be seen. Mrs Eriksson was not able to estimate the approximate distance to the objects. The phenomenon was seen in an easterly direction, or along a line over "a" in Väla, "a" in Ånkersta and "T" in Täby, on the map.

"The angle of height and course could not be stated by Mrs Eriksson, but the the objects moved horisontally, not in a zick-zack fashion. There were no detonations or rumbling noises from the phenomenon. Mrs. Eriksson compares the sound to the rocket-plane she has seen recently in Örebro. (Note: DeHavilland Vampire jets from the Air Force).

"At the same time as Mrs. Eriksson saw the objects her mother had come out on the doorsteps saying that the electrical light had gone out and an electrical clock had stopped. Because Mrs. Eriksson's husband is an electrician he owns an electrical clock to pinpoint the time when a failure has occured on the electrical circuits. The light went on immediately after it had gone out. It can be surmised that disturbances occured as the phenomenon passed over the electrical powerlines. 

"Electrician Ragnar Barret, Odensbacken, who lives about 1 km from the witness and who owns a similar clock, states that his clock did not register any disturbances at the time of the observation. Whether lights had gone out in surrounding buildings has not been possible to find out since no lights had been on at this late hour of the day.

1
"Mrs Eriksson describes the objects as three triangles flying in line formation, each triangle about 80 cm long and about 50 cm wide with a dark area of about 20 cm between each triangle. So far no other witness of the objects has been possible to locate."

Note: The area is a very densely populated part of the flat land in the province of Närke.

Status: Unidentified.

Source: Police report dated July 17, 1946, in

Defence files. ScanCat 1248.

Case xxx: 

A mysterious plane over Stöllet
Time: July 12, afternoon

Place: Stöllet, province of Värmland (BV38)

From Värmlands Folkblad, July 15: "On Friday afternoon a few people in the Stöllet parish watched a mysterious airplane coming from the south in over the village. Yeoman Sigge Värman states, at the inquiry of VF, that he and several other persons saw the mysterious plane coming from the south, (it's shape) comparable to a hawk or an eagle... It made sudden turnabouts, to and fro', some ten circles, before disappearing into a cloud. No usual engine sound was heard, but a noise similar to the rattle of a lightweight motorcycle." 

Anders Liljegren contacted Sigge Värman in October 1986. He stated: "The day of the incident I was in a field when I heard a noise from the air, like a very small two-stroke engine. As I looked up I saw a small aircraft coming towards the site where I stood. The plane came from the SW or SSW at an altitude of 100-200 meters. The plane changed course before reaching the place where I stood, and disappeared in the same direction from where it came. The plane reminded me very much a model aircraft and the size I would estimate at between 40-60 between wingtips."

Further data: Duration - about two minutes; no changes to the character of the engine sound during the sighting; no changes of altitude or speed; weather was clear, dry with no wind. 

Status:  Possibly aircraft model (compare Skoghall case on July 10)

Sources: Värmlands Folblad, July 15, 1946.

Telephone interview, Aug 14, 1986. Questionnaire of Oct 14, 1986. ScanCat 1273.

July 13: Investigators interviewed
Göteborgs Handels- och Sjöfartstidning (HT) of Gothenburg published the following interviews on July 13: 

”CLEAR AND GOOD REPORTS ABOUT 

THE BOMB- AND LIGHT PHENOMENA.

”An extremely large material, a ground ground for an assessment.

”- It is yet impossible for us to say what it´s all about - we are studying the material, which has a great volume, and only when he have been able to make a compilation of it all, is there any chance to take in the situation and make assessments.  

Lieutenant L. [Lennart] Beckman of the Defence Staff´s Air Defence department is the one who holds  the treads in his hands, concerning all these light- and ”bomb” phenomena in different places of the country, and he tells to HT that the Defence Staff has got a giant work because of this thing. All experts at the Staff are fully at work, at the same time keeping a close contact with the Defence Institute of National Defence [FOA], which perform the analytical part of the work.

”Lieutenant Neckman says, further, that a couple of hundred reports have come in, and that reports of these phenomena still arrive. At the Defence Staff there is no tendency to belittle the thing, but one does not want to make a statement until the experts really had the chance to assess [the material] carefully. Among other things a map of all the different places, where phenomena have been seen, shall be drawn, and so far one is occupied with the detail work.

”- Now, it is not - as many may believe - the question of flimsy information, but most reports are very clear and good, and I would like to take the opportunity of expressing our thankfullness to all those who have sent us information. Based on these informations there are extremely good chances for the Defence Staff to continue and gradually to arrive at a final result, lieutenant Neckman finally states.  

”The Defence Research Institute [försvarets forskningsanstalt], as well as the [research] delegation from Lv 5 [local Air Defence regiment of Sundsvall], questions whether the finds of slag from, among other places, Njurunda, connected to the ”ghost rockets”, have come from the air at all. Meteorites, usually found, are compact without pores and heavy as iron, while the chunks now found almost look like blast-furnace slag or coke.   


Photo from GHT July 13, 1946

Assistant professor K.I.Skärblom of the Defence Research Institute views the slag-like chunks throuh the microscope.

”Could those ”ghost rockets”, seen the last few days, have been meteorites? What is the astonomical opinion of the case?

”HT has asked professor Lindblad of the Saltsjöbaden observatory, and he is rather convinced that the first fireball, which was seen on July 9, half-past-two, really was a meteor. That it has been sighted simultaneously at several widespread places only confirms this, since one must presume that it went at great height. That the light was so strong that it could be seen in broad daylight, gives further support for the meteor theory. Meteors can, by friction in the air, be heated to such a temperature that they become intensely luminous - for this there is no need for them to be very big. 

”Well, but all those strange light-balls about which reports have poured in during the following days? Of course they could also have been meteors, says the professor. Such [phenomena] can have their frequency maximum when they are more numerous than otherwise. During the great periods of falling stars, like the Leonids in November or the Perseids in August, each year, it is the question of larger swarms than what it can be the question of now. 

”Professor Lindblad cannot help but wonder if people don´t have a little too vivid a fantasy at this time of the year. He is especially spectical of all the reports of crashes. If it is meteors...it is rather unlikely that they have fallen down. Usually such falling stars disintegrate in the air. And if meteors crash, which in fact has happened a few times in Sweden, they look like pieces of iron, which bore into the ground, and do not get the the porous appearance, which evidently the Njurunda find had. In most cases, however, it is an illusion when people think they have seen a meteorite crash.”

Source: Göteborgs Handels- och Sjöfartstidning, July 13, page 22.

Case xxx: 

Railroad workers spot winged object
Time: July 13, 10.30 hours

Place: 5 km from Näsviken (BP52) 

TT telegram: "A company of railroad workers, five km from the Näsviken railroad station, spotted a flying object at an altitude of 150 metres, at 10.30 hours on the Saturday. The object had a sound like that from an outboard motor on high speed (high number of revolutions). The object was a couple of meters long and had wings swept backwards. It travelled in a northerly direction."

Note: The case was never noted on the daily Defence Staff tabulation of sighting reports, neither is there any detail of any military investigation. Since the case was widely published and should have been noted by the Staff, this may indicate that some explanation was found.

Status: Insufficient information. 

Sources: TT telegram nr 74 of July 13. Göteborgs-Tidningen and Stockholms-Tidningen, July 14. ScanCat 1280.

Case xxx: 

Hissing black streak in the air
Time: July 13, a.m. 

Place: River Ljungan, near Fränsta (BM49)

"The manager of the Fränsta laundry Mr. Ture Andersson stated that he, while bathing in Ljungan yesterday morning suddenly heard a hissing sound in the air. He discovered a meter-long black streak in the air at a considerable altitude. The black line was moving towards a southeasterly direction."

Note: This case was never noted in the Defence files.

Status: Possibly aircraft contrail.

Source: Sundsvalls Tidning, July 14. ScanCat 1281.

Case xxx:

”Projectile” was a piece of fireworks

Time: Saturday, July 13, 21.30 hours

Place: Björklinge, 20 km N of Uppsala (county of Uppsala)

””RADIOBOMB” EXPLODED. Uppsala, Monday, the Sv.D. correspondent.  For the first time since the different ”radio bombs” were first seen, a mysterious projectile has been observed even as it exploded.  

”The sighting reported from Björklinge, 20 kilometres North of Uppsala by farmer Carl Nilsson from the Nynäs farm near Långsjön. As Mr. Nilsson, and some other persons, at about 21.30 on Saturday, were in the woods close to the farm they heard, in the air, a dull buzzing from a projectile going on 10 to 20 meters altitude and in a flat trajectory. The projectile came from the south and went towards the northwest. It came at high speed and exploded about 400 meters from the place where it was first observed. The explosion sounded like three shots in rapid succession, and an area of 4 to 5 square meters was wrapped in smoke. The incident has now been reported to police and military authorities, who have started an investigation.”

””SPACE PROJECTILE WAS BOY´S FIREWORKS. Uppsala, Saturday (MT). The mysterious projectile which a couple of days ago was sighted in Björklinge...and whose trajectory ended with a dull explosion, has now been the object of a police and military investigation. ”The projectile” has turned out to be  a fireworks article sent by a couple of boys.”

The case was never entered in the Defence Staff tabulations. It was, however, reported, in an Intelligence Report, to the [US] Central Intelligence Group, on April 9, 1947, with reference to a Danish radio broadcast on July 16 -- no mention made of the fireworks solution.

Status: Fireworks

Sources: Svenska Dagbladet, July 16, TT newswire of July 15, Morgon Tidningen, July 21 (also in Bullard: The Airship File).

July 14: Slag from the nuclear tests? 

This letter was found in the FOA archive files: 

”Skoghall, July 14, 1946. To the Defence Research Institute. The undersigned would like to call your attention to the so called ”light bombs” which these days have been so commonly observed in our country. I, for my part, would like to call the Institute´s attention to [the possibility] that it could be residue from the ”atom bomb test” at Bikini on July 1. A fact is that, after the bombing of Nagasaki in Japan, last year, a great fall of ashes and slag started several hundred [Swedish] miles [one Swedish mile = 10 km] from there, fourteen (14) days later. Those slag pieces that now fall, about the same time after Bikini, might seem very theoretical. We know that the whole world is investigating the effects of ”the atom bomb”. Imagine if Sweden could be the first country which came [out] with the first report on the same! Sincerely, Ingvar Lindén, Lunden 46 C, Skoghall.”

The letter was taken seriously at FOA. Their head, professor Ljunggren wrote, July 25, this answer: 

”The Defence Institute herewith acknowledge receipt of your letter of July 14 and will report that the questions covered in your letter at this moment is being investigated. Stockholm, July 25, 1946. G.Ljunggren, Professor.”

Source: FOA. Handlingar 1946, Fia-85-8511. Diarium C1, 1946. [War Archives]

Case xxx: 

A striped, oblong body 

Time: July 14, 10.00 (a.m.)

Place: Sätra bruk, province of Västergötland,

probably Sättra 20 km NW of Karlsborg.

"Report concering light phenomenon (phoned in to the wing aide of F6 on July 15). 

"Reporter: Mr. Möll, Sätra Bruk, Västergötland.

"Time: 10.00 on July 14.

"Direction: northerly.

"Altitude: 600 - 800 meters.

"Course: towards northeast.

"Speed: exceeding 1.000 km/hour.

"Appearance: oblong body, striped crosswise with alternating dark and light bands. Weak buzzing 

sound. 

            Karlsborg July 15, 1946

            /signed C.G.Göransson, wing aide/

Note: No details of further investigations, but case listed in Defence Staff tabulation. Sättra is situated at the northern tip of lake Viken.

Status: Unidentified.

Source: Report to the Defence Staff's Air Defence Department from the F6 (Air Force Wing) at Karlsborg. ScanCat 1254.

Case xxx.

Astronomer watch meteor?

Time: Monday, July 15, at 05.30 (04.30 Swedish time)

Place: Helsingfors (Helsinki)

”METEORS OR BOMBS? At 05.30 hours, Monday morning, once again a projectile of the same kind as the light phenomena seen several times this summer, was seen over Helsinki. The astronomer at the Helsinki University´s astronomical observatory, dr. W.R. Elander [Ölander?], who sighted the light phenomenon, says that there is nothing that speaks against the possibility that it could be a meteor.”

Status: Meteor

Source: Arbeiderbladet, Oslo, Norway, July 18. 

Case xxx: 

Spool object seen by two witnesses
Time: July 15, 14.17 p.m.

Place: Rimforsa, province of Östergötland (CF47)

"Rimforsa, July 16, 1946. To the Air Defence Department, Defence Staff, Stockholm: I would like to inform you that yesterday, at 14.17, the southeastern tip of lake Järnlunden (Rimforsa) was passed by a spool-shaped bright object. It came from the SE and travelled towards the NW at great altitude and with very great speed. The sighting was made by my wife and her brother, assistant Curt Malmgren, Box 100, Rimforsa.

         /signed, Ivar Göthberg, colonel (reserve)/"

Note: Anders Liljegren attempted to contact the witnesses but wasn't able to trace them, although he talked to several (unrelated) people named Göthberg, living in the nearby area.

Status: Possibly aircraft contrail 

Source: Letter written to Defence Staff. ScanCat 1289.

July 15: First committee meeting

”Conference proceedings nr 46-497. 

”Conference at the Air Administration on July 15, 1946.

”Re: projectiles over Sweden. 

”Attending:
Air Administration



Col. B.Jacobsson


Air Director Kjellson


Air Engineer Kylberg


Defence Staff

Captain Stangenberg


Lieutenant Neckman


Defence Radio Institution

Division head Kempe


Defence Research Institute

Captain von Vegesack


Dr. H. Larsson

”1. Captain Stangenberg reported on reported find areas and materials found. Compilation of results so far not finished except for on map. Analysis will be perfomed and results sent out. 

”Projectiles mainly in two waves on July 1 and July 9 and seemingly between 14.00 and 15.00 hours. 

”Projectiles are mainly of four shapes: fireball, like a Thermos flask without wings, like a torpedo and shaped like a droplet. 

”Re. their trajectory this is either parallell to the earth´s surface or at an angle of 30-45 degrees. Explosion in the air has occured, whereafter 5 or 6 parts have been observed.

”The found parts look like slag (non-metallic materials). 

”The trajectories have been sketched on map, wherefrom it seems possible that two or three trajectories are evident, which intersect each other on [the islands of] Ösel-Dagö [Esthonian islands under Soviet control]. 

”2. The following was decided: 

1. Listening will immediately start through FRA and FOA (time 14.00-15.00). 

2. Echo search [radar finding] shall start through the Air Force. 

3. The Geiger instrument owned by FOA shall be put into order as soon as possible. 

4. The distance at which a projectile can be visible shall be determined in order to estimate the altitude on which the projectile has passed. (Air director Kjellson has in this connection contact with the Saltsjöbaden observatory.)

”3. Air Director Kjellson was appointed as the Air Force representative in this errand. 

”4. Next meeting at 14.00 hours on July 22. 

”Stockholm, July 15, 1946. Keeper of the minutes: H.Kjellson.”
July 15: British rocket experiments 

in Australia?

”EXPERIMENT WITH ROCKET BOMB IN AUSTRALIA. Canberra, July 15 (TT from Reuter). Lieutenant General Evetts, head of the technical delegation from Great Britain, appointed to follow the development of long-distance rockets in Australia, is said to have recommended a budget of 7 to 9 million pounds to be used in Central Australia to establish an experiment field for rocket- and nuclear bomb tests... The delegation is not only interested in rocket bombs. The possibility of using rockets as carriers of nuclear bombs shall also be investigated. It is rumoured that the report is already under the eyes of the British government.” (Nerikes Allehanda, July 16).

The [London] Daily Telegraph reported, July 19, on a conference held July 18 by the Ministry of Supply ”to reveal the extent of the Ministry´s scientific work”... ”The development of the rocket as a war weapon was dealt with by Sir Alwyn Crow, Director of Guided Projectiles, who said that a mission had been sent to Australia to examine the possibilities of establishing an experimental firing range there. Their report was now being examined.” (Daily Telegraph, July 19, article in Air Staff files, volume ÖII:36).

Stockholms-Tidningen (August 4) listed eleven British defence research establishments, all under the Ministry of Supply. The Royal Aircraft Establishment at Farnborough was listed as the institution specializing in aerodynamics, radio, remote-controlled weapons and ”it is here that the ”imported” German air technicians work, numbering between 30 and 40.”

[On Australian rocket experiments, see also note under October 12].

July 16: James Forrestal in Stockholm

To be translated....
Case xxx: 

Aerial torpedo in west-Sweden
Time: July 17, 11.40 (noon)

Place: Gråbo, 25 km NE of Gothenburg (CG34)

From Göteborgs-Tidningen: "Yesterday an "aerial torpedo" was observed, according to Göteborgs-Posten, by a person from Gråbo. At 11.40 he had heard a sound like a tornado and thought that such a phenomenon was coming. He discovered, however, a torpedo-shaped object at high altitude, which flew in a northwesterly direction. It went very fast and had disappeared within 10-12 seconds. At the local defence staff one had not received any report about the incident."

Further, from Expressen: "...The local policeman states that he has received no report from any other place that anyone saw the aerial torpedo. The information is not in doubt, however, since the witness is a very reliable person."

Note: The report was not investigated by the defence, neither is the case listed in the Defence Staff tabulation of sightings. Gråbo is situated at the southern tip of lake Mjörn. If the object maintained a northwesterly direction it should have passed in a direction out over the lake.

Status: Posibble aircraft

Sources: Göteborgs-Posten, July 18. Expres-sen, July 18. TT telegram nr 33, July 18.        ScanCat 1305.

Case xxx: 

Metallic cigarr over Possåsen
Time:    July 17, 17.30 (p.m.)

Place:   Possåsen, near Swedish-Norwegian border,

         province of Värmland (BT34)

Policeman Car-Eric Ceder of the Finnskoga police district wrote this report on July 23, 1946:

"Concering a "space missile" seen over Possåsen in the Södra Finnskoga parish.

"On Monday, July 22, 1946, the following letter came to the attention of the police in the Finnskoga district:

"Posåsen, July 19, 1946. To the police office.

On July 17, at 17.30 hours in the afternoon I sighted a ghost flight, at an altitude of about 2.000 meters, size about 25 cm, or the size of a crow. The ghost flight was shiny like a star on one side, and dark on the other, travelled in a spiral movement, and had no engine noise. This object came from the south and went to the north. Speed was as fast as one can go on a bike. This flight passed over Posåsen in Södra Finnskoga on the Swedish side, close to the border. Respectfully yours, Johan Sundén, Nolgården, Posåsen, Järpliden."

"Due to this letter this police office investigated the case, in Posåsen, in the company of policeman Bror Bengtsson, Bograngen, to make clear if something of military interest could be learned. 

"Questioned in the case forest worker Johan Lennart Sundén, born Dec 16, 1917, from Nolgården, Possåsen, Södra Finnskoga parish, stated:

"On July 17, 1946, at 17.30 hours, Sundén was outside of his house in Possåsen, situated about 100 meters from the Norwegian border, when suddenly he discovered an object that came flying in the air over the courtyard. He estimated the altitude at about 1.500 to 2.000 meters, and the speed as about 30 km per hour. The object had, at that height, about the size of a crow, or a length of about 25 cm. It had a spool-shaped appearance and had tapering ends both in the front and in the back. Below the object was dark, almost black, while the upper part was shiny and metallic. Since the object had appeared to rock in the air he had observed the shiny upper part. No noise or engine sound of any kind had been heard and no lights could be seen. It was clear weather and sunshine. 

"The object had all the time moved at the same altitiude and straight forward. It had come from the south and on a straight trajectory passed the house on a course almost parallel to the country border. Besides this Sundén had nothing of interest to tell.

"Any other person, who might have witnessed this "space missile", couldn't be found in the area. There has been no report that the missile had crashed in the neighbourhoods further to the north. The homestead Possåsen in Södra Finnskoga is situated about 200 meters SE from border point number 99." 

Policeman Ceder's report was sent to the Fifth military district in Karlstad, arriving there on July 25. On the same day it was dispatched to the Defence Staff in Stockholm where it was later hand-written onto the daily tabulation sheet at least 9-10 days after the incident. No further investigation by the Defence Staff.

Status: Unidentified.

Sources: Police report, July 23. ScanCat 1302.

July 18: British intelligence men in Stockholm
To be translated from Aalders (DN, 1988)
Case xxx: 

Silvery object over Ortviken
Time: July 18, 11.00-11.30 (noon)

Place: Ortviken, near Sundsvall, and Sundsvall (BN54)

From Sundsvalls Tidning: "Another space missile was observed at 11.00 hours on Thursday by three workers at the Ortviken factory near Sundsvall. It was an oblong, silvery object that seemed to pass by at an altitude of 200-300 meters without any sound or smoke. Direction of flight was initially to the north, but before disappearing the missile changed to a northwesterly course."

The sighting was reported to the Defence Staff by captain R. Westlin of the Lv5, the anti-aircraft regiment in Sundsvall:

"I have the honour to report that, on this day, Thursday July 18th, an aerial object once again was seen in Sundsvall. A repairman at the Ortviken sulphite factory witnessed, at about 11.00 hours, a silvery object coming from the southwest. He called out for two other workers nearby, who also saw the object, which, after going over the factory, changed course towards northwest. The object, which was broader in front and tapered off at the back, neither emitted sound nor smoke. Altitude or distance could not be judged."  

Probably the same object was later viewed by another witness, and duly reported to the Defence Staff by captain Westlin:

"I have the honour to report the following: Bank manager Falk spotted, on July 18, at about 11.30 hours, from a window of Riksbanken in Sundsvall an aluminum-shining object, like a tube, that seemed to go on a westerly course over Norra Stadsberget (a hill north of Sundsvall). Since he was indoors by a window, he couldn't catch any sound. Neither altitude nor distance could be estimated. Speed did not seem to be very great."

Note: The daily tabulation at the Air Defence  department has the following comment concerning the Ortviken sighting: "Could possibly be airplane (FRA)". FRA is the Defence Radio Institute, which had just started to fly signal reconnaissance missions. It is conceivable that the Staff had the ability to coordinate sightings with FRA flight plans.

Status: Possibly aircraft.

Sources: Sundsvalls Tidning, July 17. TT telegrams nr 37 on July 18 and nr 39 on

July 19. Reports to the Defence Staff, July 18 and 19. ScanCat 1307 and 1308

Case xxx: 

Two missiles fell into lake Mjösa
Time: July 18, 12.00 hours (noon)

Place: Lake Mjösa, southern part, near Feiring (Norway)

This, the most famous Norwegian ghost rocket case of 1946, is best described by a chronological series of translations from newspapers and other sources:

A: From Aftenposten, Oslo, July 19 (evening edition): "From a man living in Feiring we had a sensational report, this morning, that two rocket bombs fell into (lake) Mjösa last night. They had the shape of common aircraft, but rather small, only about 2,5 m long wings. They came between 24.00 hours and 00.30 hours tonight from a westerly direction and at small altitude over the southern part of Feiring, where they were observed by several people from the Hasselbakken inn and the Årnes farm. They carried no lights. People's attention was drawn to them by a strong whistling sound, and soon the airplanes appeared at a tremendous speed. They went so low that trees swaying as they had passed by. Almost at the center of (lake) Mjösa, closer to the Feiring shore, they landed with a great splash and there was a several meters tall water cascade as they disappeared. 

"Shortly after having received this message we spoke to the local policemen in Feiring and Hurdal, who knew nothing, however. He soon contacted, by phone, people living between Hurdal and Feiring and could, after some time, tell us that he had had confirmations from several trustworthy people. The place, where the objects landed, is about 10 km north of Minnesund and Mjösa is a fairly deep lake so it will be difficult to find them. The policemen will soon notify the Forsvarets Overkommando (Supreme Command of Defence) to initiate investigations."

B: The Aftenposten article was quoted by a large number of Scandinavian newspapers (such as Svenska Dagbladet on July 19and also hit the telegraph machines of AP and United Press. Most sources repeated the faulty timing of the incident (midnight or shortly after), which was soon proven wrong.

C: From Aftenposten, July 20 (morning edition), which now had a more detailed story: 

"...As reported in some of our evening editions last night, two such "flying X's", as we might call them, were seen falling into Mjösa. It happened on Thursday noon between 12.00 and 12.30, and they were seen by several people in Feiring. The acting policeman of Feiring and Hurdal got the message only yesterday morning, and soon started to take statements from the witnesses. From several places he got confirmations that the two "flying X's" had been seen as they came at low altitude over the Feiring woods, from the west, and fell into Mjösa, about 2 km from the western shore and about 7 km from Minnesund. Therefore he alarmed Haerens Overkommando (Supreme Command of the Army). 

"One of our correspondents was yesterday evening in Feiring and talked to a couple of those who had the remarkable experience. The "flying X's" passed straight over the farm Bålsrud where they were spotted by farmer Sigvart Skaug, his wife and adult son and daughter. Bålsrud is in the middle of the slope (towards lake Mjösa) in the southern part of Feiring. It was Mrs. Skaug and her daughter who saw them first. They were haymaking on the top of the ridge, at a place called Badstuåkeren. Suddenly they heard a strong noise in the air and first thought that an aircraft was approaching. But the sound was not like ordinary engine noise, more like a strong sighing (whistling). Soon they caught sight of two aircraft-like objects coming over the woods at a tremendous speed and at such a low altitude that the two women involuntarily threw themselves to the ground. Draught was so strong that treetops were swinging.

"Down on the farm were Sigvart Skaug and his son. They saw the "flying X's" from the flank, but on a somewhat greater altitude, probably some 50 meters. Skaug says they looked like V-1 from pictures he had seen in the newspaper. Anyway, they couldn't be common aircraft. They were cigar-shaped, some 2,5 meters long and had wings about 1 meter wide. The wings sat about one meter from the tip, and the fore-and-aft parts were metallic-looking, while the middle parts, including wings, were black. It seemed like some apparatus, possibly for the steering of the craft, was attached to their backs. The wings fluttered a little as if they were made of textile fabrics. There were no fire or lights to be seen. The missiles flew close to each other, one a little bit before the other. They followed a loose trajectory, as when you throw a stone, and fell simultaneously into Mjösa, so that the water stood several meters tall. There was no explosion. The sky was completely clear and Mjösa was perfectly calm.

"- I took bearings on the place where they fell, says Mr. Skaug, and I think I am able to point it out. But depth is here some 3-400 meters, so there are probably no chance of bringing the two mysterious objects into the daylight again.

"On the farm Tosterud, closer to Mjösa down from Bålsrud, the "flying X's" were seen by Nils and Gustav Tosterud, who gave the same description. The daughter on the farm was inside, but came running out as she heard the sound, and cried out: - What in heavens name was that. She never got to see the "flying X's", they had already disappeared into Mjösa when she came out. 

"The local policeman was yesterday evening occupied with trying to trace further witnesses. There is a rather densely built-up area south as well as north of Bålsrud, but due to the woods the views are limited. Since the missiles were at such a low altitude this may explain why nothing was seen for instance from the Hasselbacken inn, just one km north of Bålsrud, and where there were many people at this time. Unfortunately the telephone to Hamar was out of order yesterday so it wasn't possible to find out if anyone on the eastern shore of Mjösa had seen anything.

"Yesterday we put this information before captain Jörstad from Luftforsvarets Overkommando (Supreme Command of the Air Force), who was very interested in it. The desciption fits rather well with the V-1, he stated. If there were such missiles, and they came from the west, it is reasonable to think that they were fired from an airplane or a ship at sea. Today there will be further investigations, and if there are others who have made sightings they are asked to report to Luftforsvarets Overkommando, telephone 34870."

D: From Arbeiderbladet, and other Norwegian papers, July 20: "...the local policeman has alarmed the military police at Gardermoen to get their assistance. On inquiry to Gardermoen we learned that noone has yet gone up to Feiring to clear up the matter."

E: The Mjösa incident brought new power into the Norwegian ghost rocket investigations. Aftenposten reported on July 22 that a secret conference had been held on the subject by Forsvarets Overkommando on Saturday, July 20, two days after the incident. Morgenbladet, another Norwegian newspaper, contacted Luftforsvarets Overkommando and learned that "the head of Luftvaktinspektionen (Aerial Guard Inspection), captain Opsahl, has been ordered to take on the investigation concerning these possible crashes of rockets." Directives would be sent by him to Luftforsvarets Overkommando concerning the way investigation would proceed. 

"Is there any chance to find the rockets that fell in Mjösa?", asked the Morgenbladet reporter. "They are on 3-400 meters depth and can already have drifted away. But investigation will continue. Since our land is surrounded by oceans and since then there are inshore lakes. There would be an overwhelming chance for a fired rocket to fall into waters, and it will be impossible to find again. Therefore it is important that people take notice about what they observe, if similar phenomena would turn up again." 

"From Hamar it is reported to Morgenbladet that investigations for the rocket planes that fell into Mjösa, have been taken over by the military at Gardermoen. Gardermoen informs our correspondent that there is a lack of equipment for searches on such on deep waters. On the other hand investigations on the eastern shore of Mjösa have started to find out if anyone there has observed the rockets. According to information from people in Feiring and Hurdal the two rocket aircraft would have come from the west." (Morgenbladet, July 22)

F: Finally, on July 22, came this rather strange explanation, reported by Arbeiderbladet: "The rocket that should have fallen into Mjösa now apparently has shown up to be a diver (bird). As known, noone really saw the rocket, but only the water cascade, which evidently was very tall, but major Rygg now states that he thinks the whole matter is a fantasy. So far no thorough search has been made, but the matter will be investigated."

G: The statement that "noone really saw the rocket" was obviously false, at least if we are to judge from a map drawn up by the Norwegian military and found in the archives of the Swedish Defence Staff. The map pinpoints three different observations of the Mjösa "rockets" as sightings 3, 4 and 5: "3: Soon, objects, wings, exhaust from end, sharp light, sound, 18.7.46, 11.35 hours; 4: Feiring, Mjösa, 2 long, black objects with wings, no lights, altitude about 2-300 m; 5: Feiring, Mjösa, 2 long, dark objects, crashed into waters off the farm Bålsrud, 18.7.46, 11.30-12.00 hours". The sighting of winged objects at Soon, not mentioned in the newspapers, is interesting since it seems to substantiate the Feiring sightings.

H: 

--- this case report not completed/AL

